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What's Current

Tip of 
the Month

Protect your home against 
ground faults with the correct 

installation of GFCIs. GFCI 
protection is required for 
certain outlets, including 
garages and bathrooms. 

NEW RATE FOR EV OWNERS MAKES ‘E-MOBILITY’ MORE AFFORDABLE

May is Electrical Safety Month, sponsored by the nonprofit Electrical Safety Foundation International (ESFI). The theme  
for this year is “Electrification: E-Mobility,” and celebrates the rapid advancements made in emerging technology, including 
electric vehicles.

Earlier this year, the NOVEC Board of Directors approved a new rate under a Virginia law that allows electric cooperative 
boards to offer a voluntary rate for customers with EVs. NOVEC’s qualifying residential customers may now request to  
switch from the co-op’s regular residential rate to the new EV-1 rate, a slightly lower rate that would apply to all of their 
electricity consumption. 

 9 Smoke alarms – Install the right number of smoke 
alarms for your home. Ensure they are spaced out to 
cover all areas of the home, and that they are all working.

 9 Switches and outlets – An electrical outlet should 
be checked by a qualified technician if it is making a 
crackling, buzzing, or sizzling sound or if it is warm to 
the touch. 

 9 Electric cords – If cords are fraying or cracking, pinched 
or pierced, replace them immediately.

 9 Lamps – Use light bulbs that are the recommended 
wattage for each lamp.

CHECKLIST FOR ELECTRICAL SAFETY AT HOMENOVEC designed the EV-1 rate to encourage customers 
to charge their EVs during off-peak hours — 11 p.m. to 
6 a.m. — when there is less demand on the grid and 
electricity costs are lower. 

“Customers who sign up for the rate should save money 
if they charge their electric vehicles during off-peak 
hours,” said Howard Spinner, NOVEC’s manager of 
regulatory affairs. 

To qualify for the rate, a customer must certify in 
writing to NOVEC that they will be charging one or 
more licensed EVs at their home. For more information 
contact NOVEC Business Development at 703-392-1503, 
or businessdev@novec.com.
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Please share this free resource to save lives


